4/10/70 


Dear Rusa, 


In writing yon yesterday and earlier I was pressed for time. I h^ve e 
fe77 minute 8 before ^wakening Ul, not enough for working, ao I expand a bit. 

Mistakes can have real value, even serious mistakes, if we extract 
tile lessons all hold. Txie akolnick fiasco is one. I almost made a bad one in it, 
and it is not my own unfailing instinct tnat prevented it, merely the unusual 
fact that x learned of it so late at nlgat, just before midnight. 

ihere o ovf remains no doubt ue is off on an ©go trip, that ilia is a 
cpuriou* suit, ^nd tne real daincga is not his plagiarism but the evil ootantial 
of the 'suit', wnicn will be tossed out of court tue minute it la considered. This, 
in tuxm, it being a suit against tne government for alleged sunpression, w^uld 
lead to nationwide headlines "Ho JFK Suppressions" ♦ Do I have to tell you the 

efiect thi3 would have on our work:, on public and media attitudes, on the lesimitste 
suits to be filed and filed? 


So, once I uad time t think it over before Countering the extensive pub- 
licity, I aecidod tur* thing celled for was no publicity, and I f va avoided it. In 
feet, where reporters have divined tne truth, I’ve nereuaded then to drop it. It 
acne times takes a young reporter a little whila to learn tne urgency of no p blieity. 
You will, 1 &n sure, recall our previous correspondence in which 1’vo bean s eying tnat 
ea a general thing, unless there today is major attention, the tir.ie is not now for 
one-shots, es ocially not ir. tne underground press* It may help you understand tnis 
is you ccm-ore tae total suppression of my quite legitimate suit end its really 
sensational nature and attached proofs with the extensive publicity this fske ons g&t. 
This is the nature of tno media with waich we live. The pre -s talks about the 
dishonesty 6t tne admi istration, especially Mitchell sad ^leindienat, but they are 
in terror of basic assault upon tnom. 


Actually, although he fet?ls ant says otherwise, 1 havo made very few calls 
about Skolnick. I did phono only one re orter sacking information. I phone-1 "V3V, the 
station he used 5/20, as I reported to you, and got lias orri evasions. I then phoned 
V ; 0?L, the ©taticn on which hie thing got aired and wnose renutation and ^anticipation 
made it a st^ry. This i ? the total extent, except for letters that arc only just 
no^ roechinr their de stir et ions : bhd President of Columbia College, the manager of 
WFL and a second letter to V/R8V. 


The men et rfCFL (I spoK9 to the news director in the absence of tne mana- 
ger and tua reporter on the story when 1*0 phoned back do seam concerned about the 
potentialities of too damage. They invited me to go thore and ruin Skolnick and I 
immediately declined, fci' this is not tue need. It was no trick to convince thorn of 
my truthfulness. I began by telling them to tope what I said and confront Skolnick 
with it and let the manager near it. Obviously, this is subject to but a single 
interpretation, ^hen tne news director (Hagan) told me ne’d like his rorortor to 
phone back, I again told him' to neve Fahn, trie reoorter, tare the call. I able, 
knowing wuet 01 what I have 1 gave you, to accurately describe the contents of the 
attachments, for I had not given you ell th* FBI re porta, some not being directly 
related to wnat I*d aeked you to do for me. I invited them to come and see tne others, 
or to send a Metrome ia man from DC, etc. In short, ofter T outlined the Freedom of 
Information act, stops this and more like it, it become obvious to them that they 
were involved in a meas, e plagiarism, end they roised with me the ruaation of 
damages. I told them this was premature, tnat if I desired to deal with them on that 
basis it would not be by such open and frank talk but through a lawyer, end I 
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end consel think it over. They continuod pressing on this, either gor,.self 
protection or from since concern. 

I expect tuem to bo sending -•» jveryt^jt, tu* 1 '* * J^o^t no's saaeei© 

better position to evaluate tne rxton . o t J t * 0 * Skolnick’s corruption. This is 
nations, end what must be done. Also, tne extent c 
to include teres, releases, the suit and clippings. 

. . . . » p'm vnow in-ediotolv this wee ny materiel 
Last night my reporter ^i^, wno “JJ *’ n d asked his help (which he 

because long ego I had bpth bac.cgroun . n - * ? -oh^n-d to undote no. 
could not offer, his employment being ohst i- ia), . 

About the time you ml he were in touch, P erheos just e Uttle later, 

SkolnicS tried to interest a V.BBt reporter “ f l. and on 6 rparently in the 

in ui a class. u e has been in touch wi • - - •. CBS He seems to have snitched 

hone of pulling his thing on TOP# and getting i_ tod to CBS. *e 

to ViCFL only when it became clear this nos no.- ■ * 

,, T t n u wha t 7CU nny know from your own Chicago experiences: In 

that lovely city of peace, 

i'Timetf.intaly hotter - '> 4 * ? rrkt -rst of t ue all -news station.?, is 

end s|l the stations f ^^^.^eingle ' ueetion tony friend is ho^thie 

"o ^airsd^^e Uoa*OTI15 '-‘CPL, especially with their particle tion. - ■- m ...ot oure 

I sharedisc inference, but 1 do report it. 

»o. «.>«.* N.. 

began with fine-sounding condescmcion about us buf^^ein^ ale ftljj and 

etc, van wound up culling us incomretent^ut tnet *oul. e ^ ^ ^ eJLearly tod 
unecualled talents wore being »PPli«** tnis, i , J , experienced 

had it from V.C3L, after hie cell to rae • _ * ^ ** go about filing such a suit, 

r snorter who knew toe right questions, 11 ”® ' • t ? n skolnick failed. In ell other 

whet hue to be done, etc., end iu c7,ry s . tio sSnidc interview tapes I'll be 
areas he had only evasions. ten you So kind of guy he is. I doubt 
getting and if these do nothing else tbem . I also to red hie eon- 

you’ll have anything else to do wi.x him «..« hca^.ng 
vereetion with r.e and that will bio- your minu a- 

Skolnick did get copies of Fenater wold's 

use! it. selectively* Bud Its e very tt-us*in* 6 It aQt frQ!n say c eoractes fault or 

sui sirssrSu ?' «” ss 

* 4 + rw-i i i wnpk tul .3 being "uiiutj icincl of 
“y hhnch is that, who tne r or ho. • withdrew his suit. If ho doesn’t, 

soaring ego, TOIL will try ana pressure oholnic gQ to tote caro of aim 

I’ll have to give serious considers io • _ s ^' , ea “ gAoci g t)e<1 f roQ the sniK critical 
publicly, to then end Ymt he is c /^ " ^ minia Ue tne damage of aia 

community. The purpose will be no*, vengoo calling repo tera who ask him 

inevitable defeat in court. Meanwhile, he is now caiim. 

Questions either FBI or Fecret Service eg-ntaZ 
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It is a mess. I know you did not intend it. It he-: also further i 
disillusioned several sincere critics who he vn been in touch with me, who 
ectially beliebed this could be e 3*rious, viable suit from the AP story end the 
V=GFL backing. But in the Archives, wnere I was the day the story broke, they were 
slushing about i t , 


Should they not have, from a lag8l point oi' vie?/? here is a man 7;ho 
had never written tnern a letter, enver rjade a request oi’ them, charging them with 
suppression. What standing can that have in court. Especially ;;nen if the 
Socret Service has anything, as I a*'. 1 confident they do, on Valle, tney diu not 
give it to the Coaruissicn and it is net in the Archives. I do kno# the Saciet 
Service end on this. ha 05 was no reason to tell ycu and I got it after I finished 
tne writing, after you left Chicago. And i also believe it. It is aa logical and 
reasonable, from tneir r.oint of view, as naything can be. 3y tu« way, they also 
ore e lughing at ^koJLnlcfc’a suit. But they do not, generally, lough at the possi- 
bility of suite egei.net them, as you will learn whan you are here. They do not 
want serious ones on this subject. 

Shis poor Skolnick is sick with his own deformity and on e no rrnou 3 ego. 
is tragic t.hot ho cannot use his eupsrontlv fine nind for reuily constructive 
nur noses but remits his ego to dominate it. If he continued ue ho started he t d 
have accomplished worthwhile things. The word 1 get is that with nis el* orts 
felling to attract the kind of attention nis first success got, ue be gen a kind of 
depart* tier. ctern^nd for attention. 


hell, u i 1 ncT«- has breakfast. Please answer tne questions x heve 
asked, you as completely as you can. ^sat to both. 


Dear Mary, 


1 snould nave filled you in on this soon r. The letter is to tne 
riend from wipm Skolnick got my CPU? raster! al that he used in broadcasts and e 

fcr mi° ,T. . r °^ tl5 M ’ pd - ift " J0U “» r “ d •“*. Pl« S . »tur» i 

l : y flle * I trank tne suit really will lie ant ae’ll no- 

-y it. 11 it doesn&t, we will be hurt. 


be really hurt 



